Advices & Queries — Discernment

Seeking and waiting for Truth'’s leadings is a discipline through which all can grow in
patience, unity, and love. Decisions under the guidance of the Spirit knit the loving
community together.

We remain patient and wait upon God as long as needed for a decision to emerge which
clearly recommends itself as the right one.

We guard against contentiousness, obstinacy, and love of control and power. We remember
that our views, however fondly cherished, may be wrong.

We season our decisions and test our leadings with patience and integrity. We take care to
stay within our leadings, lest we outrun our Guide.

Friends approach meeting for business, committee meetings, and other occasions for group
discernment with trust that the Holy Spirit will lead us to unity and right action. Unity is
always possible because the same Light of Truth shines in some measure in every human
heart. Communal discernment takes place in a context of worship as those present seek
divine guidance.

Friends expect unity as the outcome, not as the starting point, of communal discernment.
We proceed in the peaceable spirit of the light of Truth, with forbearance and warm
affection for one another. Light will be shed on matters from many angles. We trust that as
Truth is spoken, its power cannot be resisted.

We express our views but refrain from pressing them unduly. It is less important for any
individual to be heard than it is for Truth to be given voice.

Group discernment and the search for unity may require us to accept with good grace a
decision of the meeting we do not entirely agree with.

Contributing to the meeting’s discernment is a responsibility of membership. This includes
attending meetings for business and being faithful in the service of the meeting’s affairs.

e Do we patiently seek divine guidance to discern the right course of action?

e How do we test our leadings? Do we patiently and prayerfully seek clearness in the
Light? Do we offer spiritual aid for others who are seeking clearness?

e When our own way is unclear, do we seek the counsel of others in our meeting?

e What can we do to help others recognize, temper, and strengthen their leadings?

e Do we hold our meetings for business in the spirit of worship, love, and
understanding? How are we seeking God’s Truth together in community?

e Do we regularly take part in meetings for business? Do we uphold the meeting in
prayer when we cannot be present?



Do we come into meeting for business prepared to be changed? Are we ready to let
go of our individual thoughts and wishes and let the Holy Spirit lead the meeting to
unity?

As difficult problems arise, are we careful to meet them in a spirit of love and
humility, with minds open for creative solutions? How do we avoid taking sides and
forming factions?

Do we avoid the pressure of time, neither unnecessarily prolonging nor unduly
curtailing full consideration?

Are we aware that we speak through inaction as well as action?



