
Carbon Footprint 
Reduction Fund 

Eugene Friends Meeting (EFM)

CAN WE REVIVE IT? 
HOW SHOULD WE USE IT?



EFM Carbon Footprint Reduction 
Fund was created in March 2016
 The initiative to establish the Carbon Footprint Reduction Fund 

(The Fund) came from veteran peace activist and member of 
Eugene Friends Meeting (EFM), Peg Morton.

 The Fund was intended to be a place for members and 
attenders to deposit a voluntary carbon tax to be used for 
carbon offset projects.



A Voluntary Carbon Tax for Carbon 
Offset Projects

 The voluntary carbon tax was intended to be based on an 
individual’s calculated carbon footprint, e.g.
 Gasoline/diesel consumption for transportation (car, bus, 

train, airplane)
 Natural gas used for home heating and cooking.

 There are many organizations that are willing to help 
calculate and collect voluntary carbon taxes. 

 The Fund was created as a homegrown vehicle to provide 
funds for local carbon offset projects, preferably on 
Meetinghouse property.



Administration of the EFM Carbon 
Footprint Reduction Fund

 The EFM Carbon Footprint Reduction Fund (The Fund) was 
placed under the care of Peace and Justice Committee.

 Donor Advised Donations based on voluntary carbon taxes 
were deposited into The Fund by members and attenders.

 Recommendations for projects to use The Fund were made 
through the Peace and Justice Committee.

 The minute creating The Fund specifies that approved 
projects should mitigate climate damage.

 To date, the only project expense has been $500 toward the 
EFM solar array.



Concerns About Carbon Offsets

 What is a carbon offset?
 A carbon offset is a project 

that reduces carbon dioxide 
and other greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions. 

 Projects like building a wind 
farm, supporting truck stop 
electrification projects, 
planting trees or preserving 
forests are common projects. 

 Carbon offsets occur outside 
any regulatory requirement. 
They are in addition to what is 
being mandated.

 Concerns about carbon offsets
 Carbon offsets, like The Fund, have 

been criticized as ineffective tools to 
combat climate change. 

 People should not feel absolved of 
their carbon footprint when they 
pay a carbon tax or buy carbon 
offsets.

 Individual efforts to plant trees, 
promote regenerative farming, 
generate electricity from wind or 
solar energy and reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions are good but are 
often inadequate to the scale or 
urgency of the need.



The Fund: A Carbon Offset Effort

 The Fund and similar carbon offset efforts are not the only solution 
to climate change, but . . .

 The Fund can sensitize participants to the existence and scale of 
their carbon footprints.

 The Fund can generate resources to invest in local climate 
change mitigation projects.

 The Fund can involve the Meeting in making informed decisions 
about what our community investments in mitigation projects.

 The Fund can be a modest part of the solution.



The Fund: A spark for personal 
carbon emission transition planning

 The Fund has the potential to inspire the Meeting members and 
attenders to:
 Take periodic inventory of the carbon footprint of our lifestyle.
 Recognize and then tax our contribution to climate damage.
 Take meaningful actions to reduce our carbon footprint as a path 

toward honoring the Quaker testimony of simplicity.
 Take follow-up inventory to measure our efforts to reduce.
 Share our struggles and successes in these efforts.
 Use our experience as a foundation to advocate for enlightened 

environmental laws and regulations at the local, state, national and 
international levels.



Four Steps to Revive The Fund

 Calculate your carbon footprint based on your current lifestyle.
 Many tools are available on the web.  Click the links to learn more:

 Make a Donor Advised Donation to the EFM Carbon Footprint 
Reduction Fund as a voluntary carbon tax

 Help identify and select projects in which to invest The Fund
 Plan to reduce your carbon footprint in the coming year.

https://carbonfund.org/calculate-your-footprint
https://terrapass.com/carbon-footprint-calculator
https://co2.myclimate.org/en/offset_further_emissions

https://carbonfund.org/calculate-your-footprint
https://terrapass.com/carbon-footprint-calculator
https://co2.myclimate.org/en/offset_further_emissions


An Invitation to Propose Projects

 Please send your climate mitigation project ideas to the 
Peace and Justice Committee:
 Local regenerative agriculture projects?
 Clean, renewable energy project?
 Promotion of carbon-free transportation?

Electric vehicles and buses
E-Bicycles, cargo bicycles

 Other ideas?

Email us: paj@eugenefriendsmeeting.org
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